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CHEYENNE, WYOMING

Lawmakers
aim to change
guardianship

laws in

By Katie Kull
Wyoming Tribune Eagle

CHEYENNE-Wyoming
lawmakers are taking anoth-
ercrackatproposalsthat
would give achild’sbestin-
terestmore considerationin
cu odyproceedmgs

\cross the state, non-pa-
-“rental guardians, suchas
grandparents
- orotherrela-
tives, take
care of chil-

2 drenbecause
| thebiological
''| parentsare
L | absent, typi-
cally strug-
gling with
mental health problems, drug
addictions orother criminal
activity.

Under currentlaw,if abio-
logical parentmovestoter-
minate those guardianship
rights, the guardian must find
the parent “unfit”-alegal
findingthatis difficultto
prove.

One proposal would allow
biological grandparents, who

. are some of the most common
caretakers, tofile fortermi-
nationofaparent’srights

.after one yearofcaring “sub-
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courtsto considerthe “best
interestofthe child” in termi-
nation proceedings, and al-
lowsthecourttosetupa
“reintegration plan” of avisi-
tation schedule and other
court-ordered conditions so
thechild canreturntothe
parenteventually.

The sponsorof both bills,
Rep. Mark Jennings, R-Sheri-
dan, said they are agood “first
step” tosolving the problem.

“Thereintegrationistogive
the courts anothertoolinthe
toolboxtosaythere’sbeenan
addictionissue oraguardian-
shipinthefirstplace,solet’s
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Guardianship:
Advocates say
It's not enough

Continued from A1

Butadvocatessayit
doesn’tgo farenough.
Annie McGlothlin, the
founder of Wyoming
Guardians as Protectors,
hashad custody ofher
daughter’s son for most of
- hislife. Inthe past,the
child’smotherandfather,
who are both addicted to
drugsand have mental
healthproblems, have
tried totake himback.
McGlothlin said aninte-
grationplanlike the one in-
cludedinthebill wouldn’t
doenough toprotecther
grandson. Instead, she
suggested anamendment
thatwouldrequire the par-
entstoshowthe courtthat
theircircumstanceshad
changed before the court
could orderreintegration.
“Ifthey don’tadd this
amendment, it doesn’t
haveanyteethinit,” Mc-
Glothlinsaid. “These par-
entsare ondebilitating
drugs;thesekidshave
been traumatized. Not
(passing the amendment)
isnotonly negligent, butit
posesasignificantriskto
thechild.”
MecGlothlin’s amend-
mentwasvoted downina
committee meetinglast
; ;v?)ek, butthebill passed
Jennings, a vocal oppo-

Two bills - House Bill 155 and
House Bill157 - aim to change
the state’s guardianship laws
‘in an effort to give grandpar-
ents and other relatives, who
sometimes have cared for
children for most of their lives,
more standing in custody pro-
ceedings. Both bills passed
first reading Wednesday in
the House. They must pass .
two more floor votes there to

 cross over to the Senate for

consideration.

nentofpreviousiterations
ofthebill, said he didn’t
supportthe amendment
becausehe wastryingtobe
cautious.

“Weneedtobevery
careful not to step outinto
therightsofafitparent,so
I’minfavor of taking this
veryjudiciouslyinthe
scope of what we wantto
address,” he said.

But McGlothlin wasn'’t
buyingit.

“We’re not talking about
imperfectparents,” she
said. “We'retalking about
parents whoare adanger

totheirchild’ssafety.”

Katie Kull is the Wyoming Tribune
Eagle’s criminal justice reporter. She
can be reached at kkull@wyoriiing
news.com or 307-633-3122, Follow
her on Twitter at @katiekulll.




